1. New trends in economic anthropology: Finance, labour and solidarity in a turbulent world

Dr. Aliki Angelidou, Dr. Theodora Vetta , Dr. Dimitra Kofti, Dr. Theodoros Rakopoulos

During the last decades the world economy has taken new directions, shaped by the free flows of capital and information, financialization, the precarization and fragmentation of employment, growing inequalities and the development of multiple grassroots initiatives and struggles. As a result, anthropologists became more critically engaged in discussions concerning local performances of global processes of capitalism. This course aims to critically discuss ways in which anthropological understandings of economy have been informed through ethnographies on the neoliberal turn of the economy and the effects of the financial/sovereign-debt crisis which occurred in the US and Europe since 2008. During the course, we will discuss the growing anthropological interest on notions such as ‘finance’, ‘labour’, and ‘solidarity’ that have given lately a new breath to economic anthropology. We will focus on case studies from our own fieldwork research in Southeast Europe, as well as from numerous ethnographies and film screenings dealing with recent anthropological approaches to late capitalism and crisis.

2. From visual anthropology to the ethnography of photography: Photography as a method, a source, and an object of research 

Dr. Gilles de Rapper

The aim of the course is to present and discuss various approaches to photography in anthropological research. The course will provide a historical overview of the relations between photography and anthropology and will focus on the most recent trends in visual research and on their methodological and epistemological implications. Starting with approaches that use photography as a tool and a source in the observation and interpretation of social situations, we will turn to approaches considering photography as an object of study.By taking into account studies focusing on the relations between peoples and photographs in local contexts, we will discuss the possibility of an ‘ethnography of photography’ and its contribution in questioning the ‘normative value of Euro-American models of photography’ (Wright 2013). Examples will be taken from recent works examining ‘photography’s other histories’ (Pinney& Peterson 2004), from studies related to the Balkans and from my own research on the production and consumption of photographs in socialist and post-socialist Albania. Vernacular photography, amateur photography, family photography, propaganda photography, identity photography, studio photography and the professional trajectories of photographers are among the issues that will be addressed during the lectures.

3. “Doing Fieldwork: Theory, Method and the Production of Anthropological Knowledge” 

Dr. Vassilis Dalkavoukis, Dr. Vassiliki Kravva, Dr. Paraskevas Potiropoulos, 
Dr. Ioannis Manos
The aim of this course is to provide basic outlines on epistemological, methodological and practical matters to those engaged in ethnographic research. More concretely, it intends to develop an understanding of the relationship between methodological practice, data analysis and the writing of ethnography. The course is linked to the fieldwork exercise in Albania and Greece that will follow. In this view, participants will be able to reflect on and discuss their ideas and research strategies about the projects that are expected to conduct. 
The course will encourage an appreciation of the problems of anthropological fieldwork and address issues such as access to the field, norms and conventions in applying research techniques in particular cultural contexts, the processual nature of fieldwork, ethical concerns, and the personal and emotional commitment of the researcher. It will also concentrate on the process of recording ethnographic data through fieldnotes and reflect on the process of turning fieldwork data into a narrative account of fieldwork. Among the topics that will be addressed are:
· Theory and method in the anthropological fieldwork  
· Defining the ‘field’ – ways of doing fieldwork – the experience of fieldwork – Critical encounters in ethnographic practice
· Research methods and the production of data: Addressing epistemological and methodological issues
· Field notes in ethnographic research and the writing of ethnography
4. Ethnographic research in border areas

Fieldwork exercise in Albania, Greece and the F.Y. Republic of Macedonia for all participants
Friday 31/7 – Tuesday 4/8
This course is an introduction to ethnographic fieldwork. It focuses on the study of geopolitical borders and the process of the ethnographic fieldwork. The Greek- Albanian border zone as well as the border areas between Albania, Greece and the F.Y. Republic of Macedonia constitute the fields for the research of the Summer School participants.
The course discusses issues of the fieldwork process, the understanding of the “other”, identity and difference, national borders and ethnic groups and boundaries and applied ethnography in frontier areas. Participants are suggested to bring along any equipment that might be useful for the fieldwork practice (photographic and video cameras, voice recorders, lap tops, etc)
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5. Environmental history and cultural ecology of the Mediterranean and the Balkans. The case of Pindus and the adjacent borderlands”

Prof. Vassilis Nitsiakos, Dr Kalliopi Stara, Dr Rigas Tsakiris

Going beyond the nature/culture, society/environment dichotomy and adopting a holistic approach to the subject we can overcome not only dichotomizing views but also deconstruct the essentializing process of both nature and culture. In order to do that, we should first agree on the necessity to realize that all these conceptual tools are socially constructed, which means that they do not constitute essences beyond social reality and history. If we agree on this, then we must accept that they are also products of history. 

To say that something is socially constructed is not to say it is not real. Just the opposite, it is real because it is socially constructed. To accept the view that nature is not an objective reality does not mean that it does not exist. It does exist and it has a materiality. The way we perceive, understand, define it is socially constructed, that is why it differs from one historical period to the other, from place to place, from culture to culture, even from one social class to another. It also varies from one social category to the another and, very often, from one person to another according to the social status, age, profession, way of life (urban/rural etc), invested interests and so on. 

“Nature” does not constitute an eternal essence external to human society and culture, but it is constituted through the social relations of meaning production as any aspects of what we call “reality”. Societies invest with meaning all the material conditions of their existence producing symbolic systems through which they appropriate materially as well as spiritually and communicate with what is called “environment”. This whole process, which should be conceived in historical and dialectical terms constitutes what we call “culture”.

This course deals, under the light of the above theoretical principles, with environmental history and cultural ecology of the Mediterranean and the Balkans, focusing particularly on Pindus area and the adjacent borderlands. 

It is often assumed that mountains represent archetypal, primeval, ideal natural landscapes, only recently affected by human activity. In a way, especially conservationist narratives reproduce the view that natural landscapes are good and cultural landscapes are bad, because by definition human intervention with nature harms them. That is why in various conservation projects human presence is always something that has to be minimized or eliminated. This has also to do with new approaches to mountain space, which give priority to its environmental and aesthetic value instead of its productive uses. This fact is related also to the whole process of commercialization of nature in the context of modernity and post-modernity.

There is also a belief that mountains are remote, hostile and difficult to human adaptation. That is why people take refuge there only in hard times, for example in times of demographic pressure or politically unbearable living conditions in the plains (see the dominant view in Greek national narratives about the retreat of the Greek population to the mountains due the Ottoman occupation). In this context mountains have also become symbols of freedom and national resistance.

In reality mountain landscapes are as man-made as all other landscapes, which have been shaped through historical human presence. What we need to investigate is not how close they are to ideal natural environments in the context of the nature/culture continuum, but to trace the historicity of human presence in the context of the wider political economies, that is to say setting the local historically produced modes of production within the wider political-economic systems of which they are a part.

On the basis of the above considerations, lectures will refer to specific ethnographic cases and students will have the opportunity to carry out short ethnographic research projects in the areas where fieldwork practice is going to take place.

6. Antiquities and National Imagination: the politics of the past and the promise of archaeological ethnography 

Professor Yannis Hamilakis

In this course we will debate the political dimensions of archaeology and of past material culture. We will start by examining the constitution of archaeology as a device of colonial and national modernity in the 19th century, and then explore, through case studies, how the archaeological apparatus is implicated in various social and political processes today. We will also discuss how the physical and sensorial properties of material culture and its ability to enact multiple times simultaneously, invest it with agency which allows it to intervene in various social encounters and negotiations in the present.

Finally, we will discuss the emerging field of archaeological ethnography as a shared space of encounters between different disciplines and different social actors, and examine how this field can interrogate the political dimension of archaeology, undermine its colonial and national underpinnings, and pave the way for alter-modern multi-temporal archaeologies.


7. Beyond Ethnographic Texts - Visual and Sound Anthropology in Practice

Dr. Panayotis Panopoulos, Dr. Eckehard Pistrick
Writing has been considered the privileged medium of ethnography until recent "pictorial", "sensory" and “sonic” turns have opened new paths and traced new directions in rehabilitating the senses in anthropological practice and re-establishing the means of ethnography. Although anthropologists have gradually acknowledged the methodological potential of filmic and sound-recording means for the production of ethnographic knowledge, scholarly production is still dominated by text-centeredness and a lack of sensory multi- dimensionality. The reasons for this are grounded in methodological priorities, professional mistrust but also in practical deficiencies, since many anthropologists refuse to familiarise with the technical aspects of film-making/ sound-recording and use film and sound primary as a medium of documentation. Based on the instructors’ first-hand experience in international, collaborative film and multi-media projects (Skyros Carnival [2004], Polyphonia [2012], Materializing Absence [2014-in progress]), this seminar/ course will unravel ways of trustful collaboration between anthropologists, ethnomusicologists and filmmakers.

The seminar will be characterized by a relaxed and practice-oriented workshop-atmosphere, engaging the participants in discussions over audiovisual examples from the fieldwork of both researchers in Greece and Albania and exemplary film extracts. Depending on the availability of technical equipment, the seminar will contain short fieldwork practice. 

